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FIGLIRE 1
GDP growth has been strong and steady in South Asia
Average annual percentage increase 9.5 [2004)
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Economic growth

—Fastest growing sub-region In the region. And this has
opened new epportunities for regional cooperation.
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Trarisgort cmu 'rade facilitation

=S HEY MNVes :Tf‘ nts and development in areas of transport and transport
err.\ﬂruc i) re Withrgoal of increasing access to urban and rural
 manels o

=1 derwithin'South Asia can be more than doubled if appropriate
egional agreements on roads, rail, air, and shipping are put in place

enaﬁhﬁg seamless movement.
-ﬂ““___..-—#"?::'l:'xpansmn off SAARC and implementation of SAFTA
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Source: World Development Indicators (except for Maldives, where Bank staff estimates are used)
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> Duririg Tis 1nle e' the seven South Asian countries agreed:
or) five clfieas off t'ooperatlon
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- SAARC Jevelrje ent Fund (SDE)

- SAARC Villzlefe 2 i each Member State

RNELEleICoordination Committee of SAARC members

= Jﬂflr‘p_iE}F Souh Asian: Commission on Poverty.
E=[[Evition (ISACPA)

'-:"' ARCDeveIopment Goals (SDG)
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— _S@ARC Regional Multimodal Transport Study (SRMTS)

= e Sputh Asia University (SAU)
e |nter-Governmental Agreement on SAARC Food Bank
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f:G%vernance — support to policy development
. initiatives of the countries interms of capacity
‘development
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IENNED on wide cooperatlon (SAARC)

JL e mg subreglonal cooperation Initiatives
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Jm'ﬁ _j 2r- reglonal cooperation (BIMSTEC)

=% ﬁeﬂ mechanisms to deliver cooperation projects
'-::-- \ or—kﬁg Groups)

1‘%-rengthen coordination with other development
=== partners
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| ADB’s investment projects:

mv%rrrw e 1. Information Highway Preject
*€9|0”a| 2. Transport Logistics and Trade
| Eacilitation Project
== oeratlon i 3. Tourism Development Project
e fgﬁergy 4. SASEC Hazardous Wastes
5 . Promote private Management Advisory TA

SECLOK cooperatlon
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~ e Knowledge sharing

® Strategically significant as the gateway linking the whole of
South Asia toer Southeast Asia and East Asia.
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SAARC Regional Poverty Profile (Annex-03
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Bangladesh - 2.5%
India 2. 7%
IMaldives 16.9%
Nepal 68.1%
Pakistan 4.3%
Sri Lanka 8.9%
Bhutan - -
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An Overview of Inter Regional Trade among
" SAARC Countries

, P-17)
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o Lofle=g ndlng tinresolved disputes

; ”Tura’l calamities
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—‘*-'J:J\ieeds massive investments

;fe = OWnerships of participation in regional
Cooperation

o Einancing gap of regional projects
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AL ISISCOIE es; SAARC can be mainbhasis 0r.RCl. e
Uniclerteuce grojects orl Wriicr rave corrlorn corlsensus
FEEEEU N oI EdUEshiaring et the working/groups establistied
IERCSAARC and SASEC initiatives

i

S| IENIBIENtIBIFENErgY sharing opportunities including hydro-

Qower; o

SEIEGIAbUIdingl interventions in various areas need to be
SUENHGIENE;
SRIEnEpIepaned by the Tourism Working Groups need get

e pIEmEnLed;

S wes Development partners, including ADB, to help in promoting cross-

-

=~ boerder investments within the region;

—

~ s |hcrease the regional trade volume and help to address the trade
- = |mbalance problem of this region;

s Implement the regional transport and trade facilitation initiatives
gic

e SAARC Regional Multimodal Transport Study which was endorsed by,
the member countries during 14th SAARC Summit in New Delhi in
20[0)7/
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Irnplernemitisie) Teglonal prOJects

Worrlg e definitions off SARD), constituency of
Seeuuye Directorship should be harmonized
IR gLru, raphical definition;

= rLlI nonization of customs and trade procedures;
'_=- 2N ress the issue of regional inequalities;

Cha
Fund (SAF) can be a good option for
mplementing regional projects.
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